Skinner's book Verbal Behavior (1957) has been available for 25 years, yet relatively little use has been made of the analysis or concepts contained in that book. The literature on language does contain many citations to the book, but most of them are negative and unsupportive of Skinner's work. Many of these negative references can be traced back to Chomsky's (1959) Chomsky (1959) and Place (1981a Place ( , 1981b are exceptions. They are included to provide the reader with a sample of how the book is typically misinterpreted. Experimental and applied research on Skinner's analysis of verbal behavior was a little more difficult to compile. The literature (especially the applied) contains many studies which adhere to the "behavioral view of language" but in a review of JABA and related publications Knapp (1980) concludes: for the most part this line of research ignores the written work Verbal Behavior and on one occasion approaches dismissal by referring to Verbal Behavior as theory, placing it in the category of Chomsky's and Lenneberg's work. I get the feeling that as valuable, and on occasion as relevant as this line of research is, it most likely would have occurred given only The Behavior of Organisms (p. 190) .
Much of the applied work does indeed use behavioral principles and procedures to study language, but as Knapp points out, they fail to make use of a behavioral analysis of the contingencies involved for the individual speaker. Hence, behavioral methods are often used to study traditional linguistic concepts which are often irrelevant from Skinner's point of view.
The criteria for inclusion in the research section were (1) the paper referenced Skinner (1957) , and (2) some aspect of the paper centered around the investigation or application of a feature of Skinner's We would like to emphasize that this reference list be viewed as a beginning to the collection of work on Skinner's Verbal Behavior, and hope that this collection will offset the overwhelming presence of negative literature, as well as stimulate additional research in this very important aspect of behavior analysis.
